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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF ETMRONMENTAL QUALITYpermitting and Compliance Division
Waste and Underground Tank Management Bureau

Solid Waste Section
PO Box 200901

Helena, MT 59620-0901

SECTIoN loo_sOLID WASTE SECTIoN ROLES AND RESPoNSIBILITIES:
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benefits of septage 1d gmploys practices to maximize both the value of the material and the establishmentand growth of weeds' Land application.of septage benefrts agricultural land by the addition of moisture,organic matter and nutrients to the soil without 
"ai..Jl "ii..,ir* public health." when the septage is beingapplied as a soil conditioner; the use is considerea an applicationiather than the disposal due to the benefitsthe materials provide' The land application or r.ptugJ,'uuui, ,orr.,-rype waste, g..u.. trap waste and graywater at this site will add nutrients, organic mattei, aid moisttue.. T[is will imp'rove the soil productivityand tilth for the continued production *d.rh*.;;;;;;g"cultural crops and grasses at the site.

Draft EnvironmentalAssessment for Proposed JMF services Land Application site



SECTION 2.0 - PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Amy Johnson' of JMF Services, Inc' (applicant), has submiued an application for the approval of a site forthe land application of septage, ,uutt toiLt-type waste, grease trap waste and gray water on approximately 40acres of Montana Departnent of Natural nelourcgs i;n*a) property in Lincoln county, Montana. At thepresent time' the property is timber land. Land applicaiion *]il o..u. at this site only as-needed.

Site Location:
The proposed land application site is located on private property in the west yzof the Southeast % Section16' Township 3l North, Range 31 west, Y"l:"* P.ir;ip"r'Meridian, Lincoln county, Montana;3.4 milesdown Pipe creek Road on trrl tert Giguie 2.1). Atota or +o-acres will be useJ for the land application ofseptage' vault toilet-ty^pe waste, gt"utJt.up waste a1d gray water (Figu re 2.2),that will be divided into two2}-acre parcels' The j0-acre pariels *iit Le .t,.d;;;lv, ro tt.t a parcel used one year will be inactivethe next year.

? outtined in )

(S o urce : www, mytopo. c om)
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Figure 2.2:Map ofLand ApplicatiOn site BOundaries(Outlined in tく
ヾ
`1)

(Source: Google Earth)
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Site Setback Requirements:

In accordance with the Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM), the setbacks noted in Table 2.1 must bemaintained by the applicant during rand application activities.

Table 2.1:Land

Table 2.2:Landa Site

ARM
Reference

Site Restrictions/Requ irements

r 7.s0.809(10) All non-putrescible litter must be removed from the land application site within 6 hours
of application.

r 7.50.809(12) Pumpings may not be applied at a rate greater than the annual application rate (AAR) of
the site for crop nitrogen requirement on an annual basis.

17.s0.810(l ) Pumpings may not be applied to flooded, frozen, or snow covered ground if the pumpings
may enter state waters.

The land application of septage, vault toilet-type waste, grease tap waste and gray water is considered thebeneficial use of a waste product when the material'il applied'in accordanfe with the laws and rulesgoverning land application. The operational requirements forlanO application are outlined inTable 2.2.

Site Setback

ARM Reference Setback Requirements

Pumpings may not O

building.

Pumpings may not be applied to land within 150 feet of any state surface water,
including ephemeral or intermittent drainages and wetlands.

Pumpings may not b.
city-maintained highway or road.

Pumpings may not b.
source.

17.s0.80e(l)

r 7.s0.80e(2)

r 7.s0.809(3)

17.s0.80e(4)

r 7.s0.80e(6) Pumpings may not be applied to land with slopes greater than 6yo.

Pumpings may not b.
Iess below ground surface.

17.s0.809(8)

Draft EnvironmentalAssessment for Proposed JMF Services Land Application Site



17.s0.81l(3) Pympings may be applied only if the person first performs one of the following u..Ilattraction and pathogen reduction .n.ihods
' injection below the land surface so no significant amount remains on the land surfacewithin one-hour of injection;
' incorporation into the soil surface plow layer within 6 hours of application;
' addition of alkali material so that tire pH is raised to and rernains at 12 or higher for aperiod of at least 30 minutes; or,
' management as required by 17.50.g10 when the ground is frozen

As noted previously' the acreage available fo.r land application will be rotated on an annual basis, so that aparcel used one year 
-for 

land application, will u" 
""tii"iv ..oppea the next year. This rotation allows thevegetation or crop of choice to utilize the nitroge; ";i otn"i nut i"il #; from the land appricationprocess.

Pumpings will be land applied using a dispersive mechanism,consisting of either a spreader bar or a splashplate' The dispersive.meciranism d;li* the waste tr;;G thin, even-I.);;; beneficial rate. pumpingswill be incorporated into the soil ;;A;" plow layer*irn u,.u.,or and tiilage equipment within six-hours ofapplication.

Land application will occur as-needed at-a ntenot exceeding the Annuar Apprication Rate (AAR) in garons
3Jl.fl:,1';#:.'fffX?j,,:Tl: toilet-tvpe waste, tr,. aaft. is carcuratei';; upon the production or a

AAR: Crop 
fltrogen Requirem ent/0.0026for septage waste.AAR = crop Nitrogen Requirement/0.0052 ro. uu'r['toret_type waste.

In this case' the Droperty will be seeded for the production of pasture grass. The Fertirizer Guidelines forMontana crops' puutitt'ei by ttre M;;;;" st"te u;ve;;ry-E*r"niion s"*I"",lhows that pasture grass at this
location has a nitrogen requirement or iJ pouno.la..e. t'tJi.rurring AAR r". ,.pog" application is 2g,g46
gallons per acre' "*:j:::i_;;p;i;imiterv r.oo incr,es 

"iriqriip".ilH-r:ar. For comparison, theffJ-ffi iJH,|il':llJllifi JT#'*.Ut';thn[itxlt"i';ir,E:fi*yl:ffi 
[:i]#",Txf":the AAR for wheat ..opp"d tand is?,i23 gallons'p.l 

"...,.rr,ii;il;i; ;6:;;rnches of liquid per acre.
For comparison' the averagl annual pre.cipi-tatio, ,!."ir"J during ,#;il -oi 

ap.ir is greater than the
maximum amount Dr;.i.'."','.,r"r,fl,r"ii1,,?j *:#x'"r;1T:""#,:i*ntjj,..::,,",;""1 riis*rHf#,i,r,,r:
H:I:T:ff:":#n}1ffi*:ffi;Xr.r'Lr^"*,il'[Jro*.* apprication rate; which is t4,423garrons

Draft EnvironmentalAssessment for Proposed JMF services Land Application s*e



Site Climate:
Table 2'3 provides a summary of monthly climate information for Libby, Montana. The winters in the Libbyarea are long and moderately snowy; the-summers are typically moderate. The majority of precipitation fallsduring the months of Novemb.. und Dece-mber, wrrile apriiuna eugurt are the iri.rt months. The averageannual precipitation is approximately 15.g3 inches.

Table 2.3: Monthly Climate Su

LIBBY,MONTANA o45000)

髭1∬∬遣:」躙隔:鶴漑孵
Average Max.
Temperature (F)

Average Min.
Temperature (F)

Average Total
Precipitation (in.)

Average Total
SnowFall (in.)

Average Snow Depth
(in.)

Jan   Feb  Mar  Apr

32.9  38.0  47.9  57.9

22.5  23.2  26。 4  31.5

1.72  0。 96  1.29  0.70

8。 7   5,7   0.7   0.1

11    11     5     0

Jul   Aug  Sep

87.0  84.1  71.5

49.4  47.2  40.5

0.91  0。 75  0.96

0.0   0.O   o.o

0     0     o

Dec Annual

29.9   57.2

20.1   33.7

2.20  15.83

9。3  27.7

6     3

May Jun

67.9  76.0

38.5  45.1

1.46  1.29

0.0   0.0

0     0

Oct  Nov

54.5  39.2

32.2  27.4

1.73  1.88

0.2  3.1

0    1

(Source: Western Regional Climate Center)
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SECTIoN 3.0_ALTERNATIVES coNSDERED:

)tion Of reasonable alternatives whenever alternatives are reasonably

r:
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SECTION 4.0 - EVALUATION OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS

Tables 4'l and 4'3 of this section identifu andevaluate the potentiar environmental effects that may occur tohuman health and the environment iittl ura appiicari"r!i," is app.oved. it" arr"ussion of the potentiar
#X?ii:JJll ;n:';ffithose 

resou'"tt fot.ntiattv anectea iitr,.r.l, no .n .i on u ..rorrce, it may not be

Direct and indirect impacts are those effects that occur in or near the-proposed project area and might extendover time' often' the distinction between direct and indirect effecti is diificutt to define, thus in thefollowing discussion, impact or effect *..n, both types of effects.

9
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1.0

ANALYSIS OF TABLE 4.1 _ POTENTIAL IMPACTS TO TIIE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
This section evaluates the potential environmentat effects that may !:"o! on the physical environment ifthe proposedfacility is approved- The number o1"iin aiie undirtined resourie headings co*esponds toa resource listed in the t-able* Generally, only those r"riuiu, potentialty affected by the proposal arediscussed rherefore, if there is no eSct on a resource, it may not be discussed.

The site proposed for land application is currently timber land. Approximately 40 acres of forested wildlifehabitat would be removed and converted to an opr" i,.rJ. 
-rhis 

lonversion would result in the removalapproximately 34 acres of well-stocked regenerating forest (10-30 feet in height) and 6 acres of matureforest' Any wildlife species relying on trees and ,.giLtion other than grass wouid be displaced for the termof the lease in the cleared u."u. D,iting th.1!ay, *tie sept je application is occurring, wildlife would likelybe displaced' However,.approximat Jly +az acres of ro.e#a *itatire habitat in the project area wourd beunaffected and remain suitable for use by wildlife species p..r"..ing mature forested conditions.

Pipe creek is located approximately 0.25.1i]es 
from the proposed site. pipe creek is a perennial, class l,fish bearing stream t!..oug! the state parcel (Section ro;. Fisn present in this portion of pipe creek includeeastern brook trout (abundant), bull trout (iare), longnose daie (common), rainbow trout (common) andwestslope cutthroat trout (unknown abundun..). BJcause no continuously active aquatic systems existwithin the boundary of the proposed site, it is nighty unlikely that there *itt b" any significant impact toaquatic to life on the site.

2.0

Sttrface Water
The proposgd application site is located approximately 0.25 miles east of pipe Creek in the Upper Kootenai
1-d Lgwer Pipe Creek watershed. This is-mapped on the United States Geotojical Survey (USGS) Libbyl:24,000 quadrangle (Figure 4.1). Pipe Creek drains in a south-southwest direction to the Kootenai River.
Land application is prohibited within 150 feet of any state surface water, includin! ephemeral or intermittent
drainages and wetlands. There are no wetlands ol natural springs known within t[. if,. proposed application
site' Due to the gentle slope 

_of 
the proposed site, which is i% or less, the high availaUte watii storage

capacity of the soils and the distance to Pipe Creek, it is unlikely that any impalts to surface water would
occur.

Draft EnvironmentalAssessment for Proposed JMF Services Land Application Site



Figure 4。 1:PrOpOsed site Loca● on(Outlined in Rcti)

(S o urce : E art h star Grap h ics)
Groundtvater
Groundwater in the..area g{theproposed land application site appears to be present in glacial outwash and
river alluvial deposits nanmnjtileLiir.-.inrr.ti*.rl 

ihese olposir, .onsJiof buried, discontinuous, but
rnterconnected' lenses of gravel, ,und,. nr. ,una- ui; r;h Thesf ,.Jri.rr, ."ntain a locary unconfinedaquifer' Groundwater benJath ,rrir rii. i, riket_-ii;;ru i" ;" ,"*tr-il;**t]rotto*ing the flow directionof Pipe creek' TT maee;;"r**."., 'fro; 

J;:"iion u, the Lincorn-'county Landfir, which is
approximatelv I mile to ihe *i t oi the site, ir ;rr;-;; tr,e souttr-sou;i;r;. The aquifer is recharged::',[,Hrf[.lf*}I?:;,tr'ffih:i[iflgf,:#iUff.t. surrace rhe aquirei.uy arso receive

!"*by Groundwater Supply Wells
Based on a review of ihe-Montana Bureau of Mines and G-eorogy (MBMG) database of existing weus
(Figure 4'2)'there 

?:?21y"1;; rdiwerrs, on" iiig*iln-*.il ffi'd;il;a. werrs rocated within a one
mile radius of the oroposed.faclitil-ttr.e o nrur.r, *?irr"# at aomestic^;;;;-rrppry wers. According to
the MBMG oatabase' ttre oomesiic *ir ,o,r"-;;ffi;;s compretea to a iotal depth of 73 feet berow
ground surface 6es) in tuna una f'uti""a u.a.o.r. urJir". u ,tu,i. water r"rJ o-isg feet. The two domestic
u'ells to closest iJtl''t titt to ;i;;;;ft' t; compreilo'," 

"-r"or 
depth 

"i;8s 
-[et 

bgs in fractured bedrock
and has a static water tevet oizgi'a rr*,i,*.zi.oipr.t; 

ig a totar depth 339 feet bgs arso in fractured
bedrock' with no recorded st"tit wat]e' ievel. rhe'atr.Iit *.u to the the-;"nil*"r, of the site is compreted
to a total depth of 75 feet and r'ut no ti"-ti. *u,.il.*ir"iri. 

,rrr. a".*,i. *.iii" r*," norrheast of the site is
completed to a total depth of ii,'igr 

""a 
nu, u ,tuti.;;; r.r"r oiJlo i..r.'ei"rry, the domestic we, to

the southeast of the s19 is "g*d;; il a totat aepth orsi+'r,,g ir ritr, o"r", uro u"o.o"k and has a static

T|3fiii::liffi{p$*r4ril*Tn#*t:ffi [rn$;;j:ty"i;i;;;;ffi Lci,i,yare tvpicaltv compretea in rowli".rdr and. graver 
"na 

tr,r'rna;;;;;'#d;""il;m;:xoi*"i.;yxcompleted from 27 to 565 rt"t utro*'iloura ina n"ue'st"ii. **. 
+".1, .*,*u *- r 5 to 351 bgs (Tabre1"""r,ffiffiH$:i:**j--n:iarest supplv wers and the depth. 6"r'"o*ater in the area, there isactivities. ----rFY! rv qrv tsruurqwarer or groundwater supply *.it, r.o,i-ili" p.opo."d land application

DrattEnvironmentalAssessmentfbrPropOsedJMFServicesLandApllicationsite
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Figure 4.2:]Location of RIBMG_Groundwater lnfOrmatiOn Center Welis in a l.o mile radius Of the

Site(0唾 lined in

(Source : Earthstar Grap hics)
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■lb 4.2:Summary ofNearby Wd、

Township

31N
31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

31N

Range

31W

31W

3lW
3lW
31W

31W
31W

31W

31W

31W

31W
31W

31W

31W

3lW
31W

31W

31W

31W

3lW
31W

31W
31W

31W

31W

31W

31W

Tota!

Depth

565

339

38

37

37

56

54

58

27

48

58

43

74

352

43

485

215

370

406

364

380

260

240

192

216

273

Static

water

level

292

18

17

15

25

25

36

20

24

38.3

28.5

27

279

17

30

291.8

112

260

260

184

351

217

225

202

243

DateSection Type Yieldlgpm)

50

10

10

60

32

10

10

15

2

7

10

12

15

6

10

30

25

3

10

30

0.3

14

Use

160586

lIIllIIIll:lL‐

88295

鞭
88293

職

138154

鰹

88297

銀

159438

整
238359

難
88300

蜘

174710

臨

160588

動

254479

2-
254461

興

141728

嬢

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

20

22

28

28

28

28

28

28

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

VVELL

6/2O/2OL3 DOMESTTC

to/71t996 DOMESTTC

6/3/tgss DoMEST|C

ttlL7h9S7 DOMESTIC
LO/L'/aOIO DOMESTTC

618/L977 DOMESTTC

8/Ll198s DOMESTTC

4/LO/L993 DOMESTTC

8/Ll!960 DOMESIC
7/t/L9s8 DOMESTIC

7l3L/L996 DOMESTTC

71241t996 DOMESTIC

61231L983 DOMESTTC

7Blzmt DoMEST|C

7l21lL964 DOMESTTC

tltltgo3 tRRtGATION

sl1lzott DoMESTIC

7/29/L999 DOMESTTC

t2/28/1998 DOMESTIC

8/2917996 DOMESTIC

7/7612004 DOMESTTC

Llt!/L99L MONITORING

7/3O/2O02 MONTTORING

7/24/2OO2 MONTTORING

Ll22/L99L MONTTORING

6129lt9e3 MONTTORING

8l2Ol2OO4 DOMESTTC

(Source: Montana Bureau of Mines and Geologt, Ground Water Information Center)
t 

,The 
total depth co.lumy is tie depth drilted, whilh may be deeper than the bottom of the well as completed.

''Static water level is the level ofwater measured in the well at the time of installation.3'Yield is the amount ofwater tie welt is expected to be capabte of prodicing as reported by the well driller.
Total depth and static waler levels are reported infeet beliw groiid surfaci. ypti is repoited in gallons per
minute(gm). All data is based upon driller's logs and may nit be repoiedfo, ,rrry.ill.
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3.0 Geolosv

The stratigraphy in northwest Montana generally consists of. alluvium and glacial deposits which areunderlain by Belt Precambrian seaimentary formltions. continental glaciers ixtended into northeasternMontana during several episodes of gi;ciati;n r.uri.g o.poJ, of glacialiiir uno outrvash materials mantlingthe bedrock' Groundwatei in the.rJu oi,r,. pr;p;r;d dniJapplic^atign site is present in a confined graciaraquifer present in the base of the Kootenai River i,'"rr.v 
-rtuquifer 

is boundeity uraro.t present near thesurface along the margins,of the valley.-Recent alluvium irrir ii'. *":;ffiffi. fiooaphin overrying graciarstrata which fills the valley base and continues to cover the bidroct oi-tt. margins of the valley.Groundwater flow in the uquirtt it ini..pr.t.d to generarty-rotto* the topographic gradient of the surfacetowards the central nart of the valley' necnarge fb. th; ;; is interpreted to occur from stream loss from theKootenai River and along ii. i"igr", or.,n". ";il;r;;; bedrock is exposed against aquifer material.Land application of septage is confiiea to tr,e pto* tiy";';il. surface una *itinot affect the georogy of thearea.

4.0

、mentfOr PrOpOsed JMF Services Land Ap口
[alonsite

Draft Environmental Assess
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Figure 4.3: Map of Soil Types (site is ouflined in green)

(from: USDA-NRCS, ru"il Sur-vey, t,incoln County, Montana)
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8.0

5.0

The vegetative cover,.quantity and quality of the land and its crops will be enhanced by the proposedactivity' The land application of domistic. r.pt g. proviaes Lenefits to agricultural land by the addition oforganic matter, moisture and nutrients to the soit. it e land application of septage at the proposed site willresult in an increased production of grasses from the addedrnoirtu.., organic *"f;.., and nutrients containedin the septage.

6.0 Aesthetics

This site is currently forested with Lodgepole pine, Ponderosa pine, westem Larch, and Douglas-fir trees.Approximately 462 acres of forested area uuutrir,. proporJ .rea.- Approximately 40 acres or ltris currentlyforested area will be cleared and made an open neia rf. septage land application activities. Because treesand stumps will be cleared to accommodate ieptage-land upitiJrtion activities, ttrere wilt be a minor changein the aesthetics of the area. However, the p.opos"a site is neither visible from a t igt ty-populated area, noraccessed by the general public. Therefore, t-he impact to ttre aesttretics in the area is minor.
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ANALYSIS OF TABLE 4.3 . POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON HUMAI\ EI\TVIRONMENT

This section evaluates the potential environmental effeas that may occur on the human environment ifthe proposedfocitity is approved- The number o, 
"iin "i;;; undirlined resource headings corresponds toa resource listed in the t-ables' Generolly, only those ,r'iur"r, poteytiatty affected by the proposal arediscussed rherefore, if there is no effia on a resource, it may not be discussed.

4.0 Human Health & Safetv

The septage' vault toilet-type waste, grea:e tlap wlste and gray water waste will be land applied at the site onan as needed basis' Pumpings wilibe land applieJ ;;; dispersive ,,..nunl,,, consisting of either aspreader bar or a splash p-iate' The disperst": ir.t"6;aipries the waste in a wiae, thin, even rayer. Itdoes not result in the production of an 
-ierosol, 

but rather .nlu.., that septage is applied at a beneficial rateand does not pond or. runoff' Pumpings will be. incorpoiui.J in o the soir ;.f; prow rayer with a tractorand tillage equipment within six-houri-of applicatior: il; are no additional health or safety concernswhen the site is operated in accordance wiirr tr," swt"g" 
-Dispor"l 

regulations. Therefore, there are noanticipated impacts on human health anO safety.

The Lincoln county Public Health Department and DEe Solid waste section will conduct periodicinspections at the siti' Therefore, trler" is a minor i*pu.t il iemand for government services.

12.0 Transportation

The land application site will be accessed 
3tr o.f.!ish way 2and pipe 

9.g:t Road, which currently supporrstraffic to homes, farms and ranches The site will u."rr.i* ln as-nr.d.d basis by the appricant and wilr notcause a significant increase in trafiic on Highway r;i6.t;;k R;;:"il;J"":Jro additionalanticipated impacts to transportation.

8.0
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SECTION 5.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Evaluation of mitigation, stipulations, and other controls enforceable by the agency or anothergovernment agenry:
The proposed land application site and operation and Maintenance (o&M) plan will meet the requirementsof the Montana Septage Disposal and Licensure Law, Aii and water <iuality Acts, and other Montanaenvironrnental laws and regulations, as well as county ordinances. Adherence to the regulations and theapproved o&M Plan will mitigate the potential for harmful releases and impacts to human health and theenvironment by the proposed activity at ihe site.

Findings:
Because the site will be operated and monitored- according to the Montana Septage Disposal and LicensureLaw' DEQ has determined that the proposed land applicatiin site would have an overall minor impact on thephysical and human environment- Att iana application activities would u" peJo.med according to the DEe-approved operation and Maintenance ptan. site activities would be verified by periodic inspectionsperformed by DEQ and/or Lincoln county personal to ensure that the potential-risk of adverse effects onhuman health and environment resulting rrom land apptication activities at the site are minimized. The DEQ-approved operation and Maintenance Flan includes conditions and limitations to ensure the site is operatedin compliance with all applicable rules and regulations. This treatment option is a beneficial reuse of a wasteproduct.

9ih"1 groups or agencies contacted or which may have over-lapping jurisdiction:
Lincoln County Public Health Department
Montana Department of Naturar i.esources and conservation
Montana Department of Environmental euality

Individuals or groups contributing to this EA:
Amy Johnson - JMF Services
Montana Natural Heritage program
Montana Department ofNatural Resources and conservation
Montana Historical Society state Historic preservation office
Natural Resource Information System

References:
western Regional climate center, 2215 Raggio parkway, Reno NV g95 I 2_ I 095Montana Tech of the University of Montana,-2ol2,vontana Bureau of Mines and Geology, GroundwaterInformation Center, http ://mbm ggwi c. mtech.edu/
united States Department of Agriculture,2}ll,Natural Resources conservation Service, web Soil Survey,h t tp : w e b so i I s u rv cLIr rc s. u sda. g, l\, iCppl-li4l9-1,sgq.h r n.)

EA prepared by:
John collins' Fred collins and Mary Louise Hendrickson - DEQ permitting and compliance Division, wasteand Underground rank Management Bureau, Solid waste Section.

Date: January 7,2016
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